Twenty years of NZOVRF-supported scientific inquiry.
For many years, Alan Bott travelled from his optometric practice in Paeroa to supervise the contact lens laboratories and clinics at The University of Auckland. He was one of the founders of the New Zealand Optometric Vision Research Foundation (NZOVRF) working closely with Eugene Hirst and Dr Leon Garner (now Professor Emeritus Garner) to raise nearly $500,000 for the Foundation from 1985 to 1988. Alan passed away in 1999 as a result of prostate cancer. He is remembered fondly by all who knew him. Since its inception 20 years ago, the NZOVRF has supported research that has advanced our knowledge and understanding in many areas of optometry and vision science. Even a brief discussion of each of the 39 studies that the foundation has supported would result in a very long report, so I shall confine my remarks to an area that has been of great interest and controversy, especially concerning whether myopia and other refractive anomalies occur as a result of hereditary or environmental influences or both.